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Disclaimer of warranties 

“This project has received funding from the Horizon Europe Framework Programme 
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including any party’s intellectual property, or  

(iii) That this document is suitable to any user’s circumstance; or  
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Executive summary 

The WENDY project aims to explore the drivers for social acceptance of wind farms, onshore 

and offshore, by conducting a comprehensive examination in three dimensions: social 

sciences and humanities, environmental sciences and engineering technology. The project 

develops several initiatives and tools that, from a technical-economic, zoning, holistic, social 

and environmental point of view, contribute to promoting the deployment of onshore and 

offshore wind energy by focusing on the social acceptance of wind farms in terms of their 

proximity to the citizen and the territory in which they live. 

Throughout these twenty-four months, various activities of Communication, Dissemination 

and Exploitation of the results have been carried out, as well as the planning of future actions 

to be carried out throughout the life of the project and the exploitation of the results once 

the project has ended.  

There are specific objectives on which a particular strategy has been developed to move the 

project forward. These are the following:  

▪ Obj. 7.1 Establish internal procedures to disseminate the project results to external 

stakeholders.  

▪ Obj. 7.2 Prepare the visual identity and materials to promote the WENDY project.  

▪ Obj. 7.3 Create synergies with partner projects and initiatives.  

▪ Obj. 7.4 Carry out engagement and interaction activities with key external 

stakeholders.  

▪ Obj. 7.5 Define the most appropriate strategy for exploiting the results, focusing on 

managing the IPRs between partners. 

As each of the parts of this work package: exploitation, communication and dissemination are 

in themselves a common whole, a strategic plan has been made in each of the three tasks that 

form this work package, with the aim that synergies are created and that each task, in turn, 

will be a driver for the others.  
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1. Introduction 

This document presents the details of the actions and results achieved on Dissemination, 

Communication and Exploitation (C&D&E), carried out over 24 months (M1 - M24) in the 

framework of the project. The aim is to reach the largest target audiences in which either 

directly or indirectly, wind energy makes them interested parties. 

Given the importance of accompanying the project's development from the areas of 

communication, dissemination and exploitation, a global strategic plan has been drawn up to 

provide coverage throughout the project and after its completion. The strategic plan has three 

facets to cover: 

1. Communication. The plan is designed considering the methodology and monitoring in 

terms of dissemination channels, and all the associated tools to achieve the expected impacts 

in terms of awareness, acceptance and final assimilation. It aims to improve general 

knowledge of its activities and to create a dialogue to promote action and report results to 

multiple audiences. In its broadest sense, communication means reaching out to stakeholders 

and explaining research in a way that is understandable to a wide target audience.  

2. Dissemination focuses on publicising the results of the actions carried out throughout the 

project. The aim is to circulate the knowledge developed and best practices among 

stakeholders. The purpose is to make good use of this information and leverage the project 

results to maximise its impact. Interaction and exploitation of synergies with other similar EU-

funded projects are being exploited to increase outreach.  

3. Exploitation starts with a detailed definition of the exploitation strategy of the Intellectual 

Property Rights (IPR). The exploitation of the results generated throughout the project evolves 

as the project develops and will lead to corresponding updates of the Exploitation and 

Sustainability Plan. The focus is on its Key Exploitable Results and main potential avenues for 

exploitation; target groups, general conditions of use and relevant IPR provisions. 

Identify the key messages of WENDY’s purpose and its target audience, considering the 

citizens of the territory, end users, promoters, companies, and the energy sector industry, as 

well as specific stakeholders and the wider community. Social media channels, a calendar of 

actions, interaction with similar projects, and promoting exploitation among policymakers, 

research institutions, regional authorities, etc., focusing on the management of IPR between 

partners and stakeholders, are part of the road being followed. This path continues to adhere 

to the C&D&E Strategic Plan, which is a living document that is updated according to the 

project’s evolving needs. 
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2. Communication and dissemination 

The Communication and Dissemination Plan is to support the project by defining the strategies 

according to the target audience to which the actions are addressed, with established 

planning and deadlines, assigning roles and measuring the results obtained from them. The 

achievement of objectives is monitored and allows quick responses to changing circumstances 

and deviations from the plan and creates a basis for evaluation. Dissemination and 

communication activities support all work packages to ensure maximum visibility, accessibility 

and impact of project activities as they progress.  

2.1. Strategic Communication and Dissemination Plan 

The details of this strategic plan can be found in Deliverable 7.1. Communication and 

dissemination plan and its recent 24-month update in Deliverable 7.5. These documents 

specify in more detail the objectives related to target audiences, project stakeholders, and the 

promotion of important project results. Raising awareness on the factors that trigger social 

acceptance. How to maximise the impact of the research carried out in the project, synergies 

with the community and other related projects, etc. and in general, the strategy to achieve 

the expected impact in line with the project objectives. 

2.2. Target audience, profile and channels 

Four key groups were identified, each with specific profiles and communication channels in 

which different actions have been carried out over the 24 months (For more information 

regarding this section, consult the Deliverable 7.1. Communication and dissemination plan): 

▪ Researchers and academia: This group includes research centers, universities and 

observatories focused on renewable energy, environment, biodiversity and 

sustainability. They are reached through the project website, technical-scientific 

articles, social networks, conferences and workshops. 

▪ Civil society: This consists of the public, NGOs, local communities and trade 

associations, especially those in the regions where wind farms are developed. 

Communication is done through social media, the project website, press releases to 

the general media and workshops or events. 

▪ Industry stakeholders: Includes renewable energy companies, grid operators, 

manufacturers, contractors, technology providers, financial institutions and investors. 

These stakeholders are engaged through the project website, social media, 

newsletters, direct emails, workshops and events. 
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▪ Policymakers and public bodies: This audience includes the European Commission, 

the EU Parliament, national regulators and municipal authorities. Channels include the 

project website, newsletters, direct emails, and press releases. 

2.3. Monitoring tool for tracking activities  

The monitoring tool on Communication, Dissemination and Exploitation of results activities is 

designed to follow up on the activities and results related to the WENDY. It targets different 

stakeholders in the wind energy sector and the wider community and focuses on the technical, 

environmental and socio-economic progress. The tool monitors three key areas: Events, Social 

Media Publications and Technical Publications. 

2.3.1. Events, conferences, workshops, webinars. 

The aim is to track the number, reach and impact of the events organised or attended as part 

of the WENDY project. Metrics: 

▪ Number of events: Total count of events, conferences, workshops, webinars. 

▪ Attendees: Number of participants at each event. 

▪ Geographic reach: Locations (countries, regions) from which participants joined. 

▪ Main results in terms of outreach and impressions generated.  

▪ Media coverage: Posts, mentions and reviews in the media. 

2.3.2. Social media posts and newsletters.  

The objective is to monitor the reach, engagement and impact of social media posts and 

newsletters related to the project. Metrics: 

▪ Number of publications: Total number of posts and newsletters. 

▪ Impressions: Number of times content was viewed and downloaded. 

▪ Engagement: Likes, shares, comments and reactions. 

▪ Views: Number of views or clicks on posts. 

▪ Audience growth: Increase in followers/subscribers over time. 

▪ Social media analytics for X (Twitter), LinkedIn and YouTube. 

▪ Newsletter metrics: Open rates, click-through rates and subscriber growth. 

2.3.3. Technical or scientific papers  

Track the publication and impact of technical and scientific articles. Metrics: 

▪ Number of publications: Total count of published articles and papers. 

▪ Publication records: Details of each article, including title, authors, journal and date of 

publication. 

▪ Contributor information: Data from co-authors and affiliated institutions. 
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By systematically monitoring these activities and outputs, the WENDY project can measure its 

impact, optimise engagement strategies and ensure continuous improvement in achieving its 

technical, environmental and socio-economic objectives.  

 

Figure 1. Screenshot Excel monitoring tool. Source: WENDY repository.  

2.4. C&D channels and resources 

The key message to spread about the WENDY project is that it is a forward-looking EU-funded 

project that aims to transform the social perception of onshore and offshore wind energy 

projects. It seeks to change attitudes from "Not in my backyard" (NIMBY) to a more favourable 

state of "Please in my backyard" (PIMBY). Technical, environmental, and socio-economic 

factors are pivotal in finding the leverage factors for accepting onshore and offshore wind. 

Resources, tools and channels have been designed and developed with specific formats, 

audience and purpose in focus. Also, a press kit was designed to ensure the consistency of 

information, making it easily accessible to the media on WENDY's website.  

For more information regarding this section, consult the Deliverable 7.1. Communication and 

dissemination plan and its recent 24-month update in Deliverable 7.5. 

2.4.1 WENDY website 

The WENDY website is one of the key tools and the hub of the project in terms of centralising 

the information that is liable to be distributed using it as a vehicle for dissemination and 

interaction with the public, as it is the tool for approaching the target audience seeking 

information about the project. Total web visits to M24: 7,703. 

In the website's design, the main objectives were usability in terms of accessibility and 

intuitive and friendly navigation, content in terms of quality and updating and a responsive 

design compatible with different devices. The information has been organised in a main menu 
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with seven sections in which the information offered by the project is accessible. The most 

visited section of the website is ‘documentation’ with a total of 778 visits. 

There is a pop-up window that opens saying "Keep up to date with WENDY Project" and by 

filling in the requested information, the person registers for the Newsletters. Total subscribers 

to the newsletter to M24: 404. 

It should be noted that there is direct access to the WENDY Knowledge Exchange Platform 

(KEP) and the Network of Interest (NoI) section in the carousel on the homepage (Figure 2), 

which has had a total visit to the KEP platform of 1,086.  

 

Figure 2. Direct access to KEP website. Source: WENDY website. 

2.4.2 Social media channels 

The Social Media activities of the WENDY project seek to capture the attention of its audience 

through communication and dissemination actions through three important social media 

platforms: LinkedIn and X (Twitter). To date (M24), the project has accumulated 813 followers 

across these networks. 

Since the launch of the project, 311 posts have been published, with an average of 3 posts per 

week. The reach of these posts has been 103,588 impressions. In addition, it should be noted 

that the different members of the consortium have published around 40 posts related to the 

WENDY project on their social media networks and as a result of these actions, about 9,000 

more impressions can be reached. 

LinkedIn 

Until September 2024, the project has attracted 739 followers. This platform is crucial for 

connecting with professionals and stakeholders in the renewable wind energy sector, allowing 

for detailed project updates and networking opportunities. The consortium members actively 

contribute by reposting and sharing content to maximize impressions among their networks.  
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X (Twitter) 

Until September 2024, the project has 74 followers. This platform offers a dynamic space for 

real-time engagement, quick updates, and interactive discussions with followers.  

The following graph illustrates the evolution of social media followers across LinkedIn and X 

from the project's start in October 2022 to the present (M24). 

 

 

Figure 3. Evolution of followers in WENDY's social networks (LinkedIn and X). Source: Social media 
channels (extracted by NOWC). 

2.4.3 Promotional material 

The WENDY project has developed promotional materials to enhance its visibility and 

engagement with the public. This includes videos, flyers, roll-ups and banners, all designed to 

convey the project's objectives and progress. 

Promotional videos 

Two promotional videos have been published on WENDY’s YouTube channel, accumulating a 

total of 1,066 views. The first video, which focuses on the project's motivation and objectives, 

has garnered 770 views. The second video, released in March 2024, aims to raise awareness 

of the WENDY Network of Interest (NoI) platform and has reached 296 views to date (M24). 

Flyers 

Three flyer designs have also been created, featuring imagery and text on both onshore and 

offshore wind energy. The second and third flyers include a QR code that directs viewers to 
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the project’s website. Approximately 1,188 copies have been printed and distributed or 

downloaded of the digital version.  

 

Figure 4. Flyers of WENDY at an international event. Source: own elaboration (APPA resources). 

Roll-ups 

Roll-ups have been printed or downloaded and have been displayed at several events where 

the project has been presented. These roll-ups serve as a visual representation of the WENDY 

project, helping to attract attention and effectively communicate the key messages. 

Banners 

2 banners, as a visual tool of attraction, were designed to be inserted in the project's website, 

but also on the websites of the consortium members or relatives. Both focused on wind 

energy but with a focus on onshore wind or offshore wind. In the banners, the text "Triggering 

social acceptance for wind energy" is inserted and the image "Funded by the European Union" 

is included.  

2.4.4 Newsletters & press releases  

Newsletters  

As a specific newsletter for the onshore and offshore wind energy sector, it aims to provide 

up-to-date content, and the latest news related to the onshore and offshore wind energy 

sector. It includes topics related to technological developments and innovations in wind 

energy, market trends, and case studies with a focus on lessons learned and best practices. It 

also reports on conferences and seminars related to the wind energy sector. Stories 

highlighting the community and environmental benefits of wind energy projects are another 

focus of these newsletters, which also pay special attention to regulatory updates. 

Throughout these months, 5 newsletters have been produced with regular distribution from 

March 2023 to M24.  The project has seen a growing number of subscribers, with M24 

reaching a total of 404 subscribers to the newsletter with a total of 4,868 impressions giving 

visibility on the different social networks. Another relevant fact is that a total of 806 openings 

were achieved. 
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Press releases  

Press releases for the WENDY project are designed to inform the public and stakeholders 

about key updates, such as project launches, progress, and milestones. They emphasize the 

project's benefits, including contributions to sustainable energy and its environmental and 

socio-economic impact. The goal is to generate positive media coverage, public interest, and 

support by showcasing innovation and growth potential, ultimately boosting the project's 

visibility and credibility within the community and industry. 

To M24, 7 press releases have been produced and published on the website, with a total of 

2,022 downloads: 

1. El proyecto WENDY nace para mejorar la aceptación social de la energía eólica en 

Europa, by APPA Renovables. 18 Oct. 2022. 313 downloads. 

2. Promoting a Sustainable Future for Wind Energy, by WENDY. 13 Sep. 2023. 432 

downloads. 

3. WENDY Celebrates Milestone: Wrapping up Year 1 of the Project, by WENDY. 30 Nov. 

2023 and Photos related to the press release. 308 downloads. 

4. WENDY Project Successfully Concludes Online Meeting - Advancing Social Acceptance 

of Wind Power, by WENDY. 4 Mar. 2024. 297 downloads. 

5. Launching and introducing the WENDY Knowledge Exchange Platform, by WENDY. 8 

Mar.2024. 365 downloads. 

6. Join the WENDY Network of Interest: Engage with like-minded fellows in Wind Energy, 

by WENDY. 12 Mar. 2024. 239 downloads. 

7. WENDY Project Earns Acclaim at Midway Mark: Successful Review Meeting Sets Stage 

for Next Phase, by WENDY. 12 Jun. 2024. 68 downloads. 

2.5. National and international events and key networking forums 

Over the past 24 months, the WENDY project has actively participated in numerous events 

and conferences, showcasing developments in onshore and offshore wind energy and 

contributing to the wider renewable energy discourse across Europe. A total of 20 events were 

selected to maximize dissemination, considering both the specificity of wind energy and the 

scope of potential and actual attendees. For more details, see deliverable D7.3. Exploitation 

of synergies with relevant projects. 

 
Figure 5. WENDY’s presence at different events. Source: WENDY member’s photos.  
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National and international events 

Since M6 of the project, WENDY has increased its presence at national and international 

events, adjusting its participation to the characteristics of each event to maximize impact. In 

total, the project has attended 15 international events of different types and formats across 

Europe. WENDY's participation in these forums has allowed it to present its achievements, 

network with similar initiatives and contact key actors in the wind sector, generating a 

significant impact on the stakeholders by enabling the dissemination of its labour and 

fostering interaction with important participants. 

The project reached a diverse direct audience, from large-scale events to more specialized 

scientific events. Overall, WENDY has engaged directly with over 3,000 people from the 

renewable energy industry, scientific community, and wider community. 

Furthermore, WENDY's participation in events driving the shift toward sustainable energy has 

indirectly impacted over 143,000 stakeholders (including major multi-day conferences such as 

ONS and GENERA). This wide reach has allowed WENDY's core concepts to influence public 

policy and further disseminate knowledge across sectors. 

Key networking forums 

Moreover, the focus on professional networking, highlights that WENDY has actively 

participated in key industry events, including two editions of the annual WindEurope trade 

fair (2023 and 2024), a major European event for the wind energy sector. These events 

provided WENDY the opportunity to disseminate its results and engage with stakeholders 

across the value chain.  

In addition, WENDY contributed to a workshop organised by CINEA, which brought together 

Horizon Europe project coordinators and policymakers to discuss wind energy issues. The 

project also participated in the 2023 and 2024 editions of the EERA DeepWind conference, 

which highlights the latest research on offshore wind farms. 

Together, these 5 networking events reached a direct audience of 1,030 people from industry, 

the scientific community and policymakers, while the indirect audience exceeded 28,500 

people.  

Through active participation in these 20 events and conferences, the WENDY project has 

disseminated its results to a diverse audience. By engaging with key stakeholders in the wind 

energy and broader renewable energy sectors, WENDY has not only enhanced its visibility but 

also fostered collaborations, thereby contributing to the advancement of wind energy 

technology and its integration into Europe’s energy landscape. 

In addition to the events mentioned above, WENDY has also hosted or participated in 6 

workshops, events, and sessions aimed at various objectives, including those related to social 

acceptance near the pilot sites. While these initiatives are not the primary focus of this report, 

they are a crucial component of WENDY’s broader strategy to disseminate, communicate, and 
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exploit its actions and results (detailed in D7.3. Exploitation of synergies with relevant 

projects). 

2.6. Additional platforms for dissemination 

The Knowledge Exchange Platform (KEP) is a publicly available website (https://wendy-

kep.eu/), which constitutes a key component of the WENDY project both as a liaison structure 

among stakeholders as well as a bank of resources for the project’s outcomes. The WENDY 

KEP was developed to enhance the transferability of the project's solutions, making them 

easily accessible to audiences at the EU level and beyond.  

The platform’s main elements include the WENDY: Toolkit, Hubs, Lighthouse Wind farm cases, 

Forum, Knowledge repository and Network of Interest (NoI). In particular, the establishment 

of NoI facilitates the exchange of knowledge between decision-makers and key stakeholders 

within wind farm planning processes. Overall, the mission of KEP is to foster the needs of wind 

energy projects and initiatives whilst providing a platform for the above groups to share their 

expertise and enable them to reach out to all involved value chain members or indeed help 

create more reliable and sustainable value chains at the local, regional and wider level.  

 

 

Figure 6. Screenshot from KEP website. Source: KEP website. 

 

So far, about 1,086 people have used KEP from various countries across the globe, while 85 

members have joined WENDY NoI from different wind energy stakeholder groups: academia 

& research (33 %), consultants & technical advisors (17 %), energy developers & operators (15 

%), energy communities (8 %), civil society & NGOs (6 %), technology providers & 

manufacturers (2 %) and others. Each of these stakeholder groups plays a crucial role in the 

social acceptance and sustainability of wind energy projects, contributing to economic, 

environmental, and social benefits at various levels. By involving the different stakeholder’s 

https://wendy-kep.eu/
https://wendy-kep.eu/


WENDY_ D7.4: Mid-term report on E&C&D activities 

 

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 

only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union. Neither the European Union nor 

the granting authority can be held responsible for them.          18 

types in KEP forum’s discussions, a broad range of viewpoints and perspectives can be 

exploited. 

 

Figure 7. Percentage of NoI members per wind energy stakeholder group. Source: NoI statistics. 
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3. Other C&D activities with external support  

The WENDY project has worked intensively to strengthen its Communication and 

Dissemination (C&D) activities through external collaborations. This section details joint 

efforts with related projects and initiatives supported by specialised platforms. 

3.1 Synergy with similar projects 

The WENDY project is committed to establishing a close relationship with sister projects 

WIMBY and JustWind4All to coordinate D&C&E activities. The creation of synergies and 

effective collaboration will enable these projects to achieve their objectives and increase their 

visibility even after their completion.  

By M24, fluid communication was established with the WIMBY and JustWind4All projects, 

leading to collaboration on article production, promotional activities, and future initiatives like 

organizing a joint workshop. In total, 9 principal actions have been developed between sister 

projects. These actions include, among others, the organisation of four specialised working 

groups, two articles for the projects' websites, and the creation of a strong joint 

communication strategy.  

Table 1. Main specifications of JustWind4All project. Source: own elaboration. 

JustWind4All 

 

Project name: Just and effective governance for accelerating 
wind energy 

Number: 101083936 

Starting date and duration: 1 November 2022 (36M) 

Web page: https://justwind4all.eu/ 

Supports the acceleration of onshore and offshore wind energy, including emerging 
technologies such as air and floating wind, through fair and effective governance. Integrates 
academic and societal perspectives to coordinate actions in wind energy deployment. 

 

Table 2. Main specifications of WIMBY project. Source: own elaboration. 

WIMBY 

 

Project name: Wind In My Backyard: Using holistic modelling 
tools to advance social awareness and engagement on large 
wind power installations in the EU 

Number: 101083460 

Starting date and duration: 1 January 2023 (36M) 

Web page:  https://wimby.eu/ 

Promotes the adoption and acceptance of wind energy in the European Union. It develops 
innovative tools for citizen interaction, knowledge sharing and collaborative impact 
assessment, with the aim of mitigating the “NIMBY” (“Not in my backyard”) effect. 

https://justwind4all.eu/
https://wimby.eu/
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Articles for websites 

Two articles were published on each project's website and promoted on their respective social 

networks until the month of M24. In addition, the articles were published in the WENDY 

newsletter to increase its dissemination. 

▪ “Supporting and hindering factors that influence social acceptance and commitment 

to wind energy project” - January 16, 2024. 

▪ “Promoting wind energy development: Challenges, strategies and innovations in the 

EU” - Jun 11, 2024. 

The following table shows the impressions obtained since the publication of the articles, to 

September 2024, reflecting the reach of these actions: 

Table 3. Main impression of both articles. Source: Data from each project platform. 

  Website 
publication 

Impressions 
(website) 

Promotional 
post (LinkedIn) 

Impressions 
(social media) 

1st  
article 

WENDY Link 37 Link  319 

WIMBY Link 54 Link 399 

JustWind4All Link 107 Link 357 

2nd  
article 

WENDY Link 35 Link  605 

WIMBY Link 41 Link 366 

JustWind4All Link 86 Link 606 

3.2 Horizon Results Booster - HRB 

The WENDY project has been a member of the Horizon Results Booster (HRB) platform since 

April 2024. WENDY has stimulated WIMBY and JustWin4All to join this platform to establish a 

strong link between the three projects. The HRB platform supports the projects to collaborate, 

plan and implement joint dissemination activities through concrete actions coordinated by 

experts and specialists in dissemination and tangible results.  

 

The platform has two modules with distinct objectives: Module A and Module B. In Module A, 

the projects have shared information and data, organized online meetings, and mapped 

results to identify common areas of interest. In Module B, the focus is on concrete actions to 

be carried out in coordination with the three projects according to their Dissemination Plans. 

Work is currently underway to realise a unified visual identity for the WENDY-WIMBY-

JustWind4All Cluster. In parallel, and after different meetings, an agenda is being designed for 

a workshop for this autumn in which a main speaker from a relevant entity in the European 

Union will make an initial presentation and the three sister projects will contribute with their 

findings throughout the life of the respective projects.    

https://wendy-project.eu/2024/06/11/promoting-wind-energy-development-challenges-strategies-and-innovations-in-the-eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wendy-project-eu_eusew-wendyprojecteu-wimby-activity-7206194980300709890-FjME?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://wimby.eu/promoting-wind-energy-development-challenges-strategies-innovations-in-eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wimby-wind-in-my-backyard_promoting-wind-energy-development-challenges-activity-7206242696917606401-jrDl?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://justwind4all.eu/2024/06/11/promoting-wind-energy-development-challenges-strategies-and-innovations-in-the-eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wimby-wind-in-my-backyard_promoting-wind-energy-development-challenges-activity-7206242696917606401-jrDl?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://wendy-project.eu/2024/06/11/promoting-wind-energy-development-challenges-strategies-and-innovations-in-the-eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wendy-project-eu_eusew-wendyprojecteu-wimby-activity-7206194980300709890-FjME?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://wimby.eu/promoting-wind-energy-development-challenges-strategies-innovations-in-eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wimby-wind-in-my-backyard_promoting-wind-energy-development-challenges-activity-7206242696917606401-jrDl?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://justwind4all.eu/2024/06/11/promoting-wind-energy-development-challenges-strategies-and-innovations-in-the-eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wimby-wind-in-my-backyard_promoting-wind-energy-development-challenges-activity-7206242696917606401-jrDl?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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4. Exploitation of the results obtained (M1-M24)  

The WENDY consortium is placing focus on managing innovation and IPR within the project, 

to effectively pave the way for the smooth exploitation and sustainability of its results after 

its completion. 

The initial version of the WENDY Exploitation and Sustainability Plan, which encompasses the 

project's Innovation Management Strategy and IPR, was produced in September 2023. This 

document sets out the key terms and procedures relating to the management and protection 

of intellectual property, the main components of the relevant methodology to be applied 

throughout the project's life and after the project's end (IPR Matrix methodology). The initial 

results of its application are described, in terms of Background IP, Results and Key Exploitable 

Results (KERs).  

Deliverable D7.2 “IPR Agreements and Exploitation and Sustainability Plan”, provides a 

comprehensive overview of the project’s main exploitable results, target groups of external 

stakeholders, and potential benefits they stand to gain from WENDY’s outcomes. This 

information is currently unfolding and being fine-tuned, when necessary, in order to be 

finalised and reported in D7.7 “IPR Agreements and Exploitation and Sustainability Plan 

(Updated)”, encompassing the final project outcomes, including their protection, ownership, 

and access rights, with the collaborative support of all partners. This final plan will detail (M36) 

the exploitation plans per KER, per partner, or per groups of partners. 

4.1 Intellectual Property Rights Plan - IPR 

The WENDY project has developed a strategy for the exploitation of results, focusing on 

managing IPR between partners, the exploitation context and the sustainability of results 

beyond their lifetime. The project's "IPR Agreements and Exploitation and Sustainability Plan" 

have been elaborated following a methodology to manage all background knowledge and 

results, detailed in Deliverable 7.2. IPR agreements and Exploitation and Sustainability Plan. 

A 1st Exploitation Workshop, held in May 2023 in Madrid, focused on defining Background and 

results and identifying preliminary Key Exploitable Results (KERs). All partners have 

contributed to feeding the KERs of the project and the definition of their exploitation 

pathways, as well as the bilateral meetings between the task leader, QPLAN, and each of the 

consortium members, have contributed to collecting in detail all comments and insights.  

Special focus is given to keeping the "IPR Agreements and Exploitation and Sustainability Plan" 

alive and updated through continuous monitoring of exploitation-related issues (monthly and 

bilateral meetings with all partners to maintain and review their exploitation plans (per KER 

and partner). 
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Figure 8. 1st Exploitation Workshop. Source: own elaboration (Organized by Q-PLAN). 

4.2 Key Exploitable Results - KERs 

The exploitation of project results particularly considers their application in research and 

innovation activities, including developing, creating, and marketing a product or process, 

providing a service, or contributing to standardization efforts. In this context, a Key Exploitable 

Result (KER) is a significant outcome or combination of outcomes identified and prioritized for 

their potential for further use and benefit. It is important to note that not all project results 

qualify as KERs.  

Table 4. Key Exploitable Results status. Source: own elaboration (Q-PLAN). 

Nº KER Topic Status (M24) 

1 WENDY toolbox 

Holistic 

Ongoing 

2 Single multi-variable KPI Completed 

3 Replication Handbook 2nd period 

4 KEP + NoI Ongoing 

5 WENDY Knowledge Hubs 

Social 

Ongoing 

6 
WENDY harmonious turbines-communities co-
existence roadmaps 

Completed 

7 Social acceptance interventions tool Completed 

8 
Guidelines to enhance wind energy citizenship/Policy 
recommendations 

Ongoing 

9 Sustainability Readiness Levels (SuSRL) Standard 
Environmental 

Completed 

10 ES-LCA mapping modelling approach Completed 

11 Avifauna and bat fauna detection system 
Technological 

Completed 

12 
Wind characterization methodology and curtailment 
evaluation criteria 

Completed 

13* 
Knowledge on social acceptance and participation in 
wind energy projects 

Social Ongoing 

 

WENDY's Key Exploitable Results are being developed throughout the project. The table above 

shows the status and degree of progress towards the project's objectives and impacts related 

to different topics and actions. 
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4.3 Technical or scientific papers  
In month 24 of the WENDY project, significant progress has been made in research and 

innovation in the field of wind energy. The project is actively contributing to the development 

of six scientific papers, each addressing key technical and scientific challenges within onshore 

and offshore wind energy. These articles explore innovations in technology, environmental 

impact mitigation, social acceptance, and energy efficiency among several others that are 

substantial and are providing valuable insights for optimising wind energy ecosystems. With 

this research, the WENDY project aims to push the boundaries of wind energy solutions, 

contributing to the transition towards more sustainable and efficient energy sources. 

1 of these 6 articles has already been published (the one identified in number 1), and the rest 

are expected to be published in the coming months. The title, subject and place of publication 

of the papers are detailed below: 

Table 5.Specifications of scientific articles to date. Source: own elaboration (Input for each partner). 

# 1 paper 

Title An Indicator to estimate the social impact in wind farms. 

Authors-Partner  CIRCE: S. Arregui, S. de Uña, D. García and A. Talayero 

Place of publication 
22nd International Conference on Renewable Energies and Power Quality 
(ICREPQ'24) 

# 2 paper 

Title 
A spatially explicit net environmental performance indicator to evaluate 
onshore wind energy sites. 

Authors-Partner  NINA: R.Spielhofer, T.Kvalnes, R.May 

Place of publication Renewable and sustainable Energy Reviews 

# 3 paper 

Title 
Promoting wind energy acceptance: an online tool for recommendations 
and behavioural interventions. 

Authors-Partner  CBS: Roopali Bhatnagar 

Place of publication Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews 

# 4 paper 

Title 
The distorted approach on wind parks development in Crete. Lessons learnt 

and proposals towards a fair and rational planning 

Authors-Partner  
MEC &CBS: Dimitris Al. Katsaprakakis, Eirini Dakanali, Roopali 
Bhatnagar, Nikos Papadakis 

Place of publication   Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews (tbd) 

# 5 paper 

Title 
Towards Energy Stewardship: a transdisciplinary framework for holistic 
wind energy development by building relational values. 

Authors-Partner  NINA: R. May et al. 

Place of publication tbd 

# 6 paper 

Title 
Life-cycle impacts of wind energy development on species richness of 
marine mammals in the North Sea and Norwegian sea. 

Authors-Partner  NINA: T.Kvalnes, R.Spielhofer, E.Mul, R.May 

Place of publication Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews 
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5. Conclusions 

Throughout these 24 months, the WENDY project has implemented a Communication, 

Dissemination and Exploitation strategy. A focus on broad outreach to various audiences, 

including the scientific community, industry stakeholders, and the public, has enhanced the 

project's visibility and impact. Positive results have been achieved in several key areas and 

work continues to achieve the widest dissemination of the results. 

As general conclusions regarding the results achieved, the following should be highlighted:  

Website engagement: Overall, these web engagement metrics indicate that the WENDY 

project has been successful in raising awareness of the project worldwide, fostering 

knowledge sharing and collaboration. 

▪ The project website attracted 7,703 visitors from 72 different countries, 

demonstrating its international reach. 

▪ The WENDY website includes a link to the Knowledge Exchange Platform (KEP) which 

attracted significant interest, with 1,086 visits, underlining the value of this resource 

for sharing ideas and information with target audiences. 

▪ If we add up the visits to the WENDY website and the visits to the KEP, we are close to 

9,000 web visits. 

Social media presence: The results show a planning campaign with an average of 3 posts per 

day over the 24 months. The aim is to maintain the interest of the followers and increase the 

number of followers based on the topics that show a clear commitment to the community 

with the key lines of the project.  

▪ A total of 311 social media posts were published on LinkedIn and X, generating 103,588 

impressions.  

▪ The project's followers on the social networks LinkedIn and X (formerly Twitter) 

amounted to 813 people, highlighting the project's growing online presence. 

▪ In addition, members of the consortium made their own WENDY posts on their social 

networks, and a further 9,000 impressions have been reached. 

Video communication: This reinforces multimedia's effectiveness in communicating complex 

concepts to a wider audience. The WENDY’s promotional video and NoI’s video reached 1,066 

views combined, indicating a strong interest in visual communication materials. 

Brochures: This is a positive indicator of seeking more detailed information about WENDY and 

is an indicator of outreach. 1,188 brochures were downloaded or printed, demonstrating an 

active interest in the project materials. 

Newsletters: The aim is to provide continuous updates to stakeholders, complementing the 

project's other communication channels. The project managed 5 newsletters with 404 

subscribers. The newsletters have attracted a total of 4,868 impressions and 806 openings.  
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Press releases: The high download rate of press releases illustrates the interest in the project, 

helping to reach new audiences. While it is true that we are currently below target, it is worth 

noting that the number of downloads is above the estimated number. The focus in the next 

twelve months will be on strengthening this part of the project, as we already have exportable 

results for dissemination.  7 press releases were published along with the project, resulting in 

2,022 downloads. 

National and international events and forums: The level of participation demonstrates a 

strong commitment by Consortium members to networking and dissemination, as the project 

reached key audiences in real-world settings. The project participated in 20 events and forums 

(both national and international), directly engaging 3,000 attendees from the renewable 

energy industry, scientific community, and wider community.  

Sister projects: A strong networking effort has been made, contributing to synergies with 

other projects and enhancing the overall impact of WENDY's findings. Collaboration was 

fostered through 9 actions with sister projects, WIMBY and Justwind4All. A workshop is 

ongoing with the support of the EU's Horizon Results Booster (HRB) Platform. This workshop 

is being planned for autumn 2024. 

Technical and scientific publications: This result reflects the project's interest in generating 

quality, peer-reviewed scientific research, thus contributing to the academic and technical 

communities. Sufficient scientific and technical material is now available to develop such 

articles. 1 technical or scientific article has been completed, and 5 other papers are in 

progress. 

The WENDY project has worked in the areas of communication, dissemination and 

exploitation over the last 24 months concerning the KPIs indicated in the Grant agreement 

which have served to design and implement an E&C&D strategy. The results show a 

commitment to achieving the objectives set, while others are under development. The degree 

of reach achieved through the different media it is actively working on, such as the website, 

social networks, press and events, combined with the ongoing collaborations with the sister's 

projects, academic publications and the Knowledge Exchange Platform (KEP), has created an 

impact base for the project, which will continue to be promoted and mark the path created 

for future dissemination and exploitation initiatives. 
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